Dopamine agonist therapy for neglect in humans.
Lesions of ascending dopaminergic pathways induce neglect in animals. Apomorphine, a dopamine receptor agonist, decreases the magnitude of neglect in rats with cortical lesions. We treated two patients with 15 mg of bromocriptine daily for 3 to 4 weeks, one with chronic (longer than 6 months) and one with relatively more acute disabling neglect. Tests for neglect that significantly improved on therapy and worsened after its withdrawal included line, letter, and geometric figure cancellation tasks. Neither patient noted any untoward effects. Based on this open trial of dopamine agonist therapy in humans with neglect, larger controlled studies may be warranted.